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Water is Life —
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To éiiina até

Dine creations stories talk about Tdyiisdzaan — Sacred
Water Woman — controls all water on earth and sky.
Our stories include Male and female Rivers. Water is
sacred.

Our sacred mountains like San Francisco Peaks and Mt.
Hesperus are female mountains and it is believed that
Mt. Hesperus gave birth to our four sacred rivers — one
of them is the powerful Colorado River.

Since Navajo creation, water has served as a
fundamental element to Navajo life. To éi iina at’é
(water is life), and it is elemental to H6zho, the Navajo
Way of Life.

We pray to these sacred waters. We use our tadidiin
and make offerings. We pray to Diyin Dine’é to bring us
rain and fill our rivers so our crops, animals, land, and
people can grow and thrive.

We need water to survive, clean and bathe, feed our
animals, grow our crops — we need water to live a
sustainable life — like our ancestors did.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Dine, water is life.
Before we can talk about water rights and what it is, we must first acknowledge our connections to water as Dine. 
Water takes care of us, we must take care of her – Toyiidzaan. 
The presentation has a lot of legal terms but Navajo culture and Dine ways are always at forefront of the fight to for water rights. 
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Little Colorado River is part of Navajo Nation, always has been.
Describe where the upper and lower basins are in relation to the Navajo Nation
Use communities as landmarks
Mention cultural connection 


REMIND LISTENERS/VIEWERS
For those of you just now tuning in, we are talking about Navajo water rights and the Navajo Nation’s involvement in current litigation and settlement negotiations over the Colorado River and Little Colorado River.

Listeners and viewers can send questions by calling or texting 928-288-0567 or use the chat function on any one of the social media channels. 



Settlement Parties

 Navajo Nation and Téhajiilee Band (trust land)
Pueblo of Acoma

Pueblo of Laguna

United States of America

State of New Mexico

City of Grants

Village of Milan

Nine individual acequias and community ditches
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TAN – NAVAJO TRUST, RED – INDIAN ALLOTMENT, yellow- BLM, green- US Forest Service, lime green – State of NM, grey – Private, brown - land grant


108°30°

36° [—

1Z0ONA

i
(i i qd=
- ) — o,
E L P - Te L
45 B ol E o s -
i S el A i U ;
’ AR

In 2022, Acoma and Laguna Pueblos, the
State of New Mexico, and non-Indian water
users executed a settlement agreement,
guantifying the water rights of the two
Pueblos in the Rio San José and Rio Puerco
Basins.
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The United States and the Navajo Nation are
not party to the 2022 settlement agreement
at this time. The Pueblos’ settlement

contemplates that the parties would reach a
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The proposed Navajo RSJ Settlement with the Navajo Nation and
other mentioned parties would fairly and finally settle water rights
claims of the Nation, and the United States acting as trustee for the

Navajo Nation, in the general stream adjudication of the Rio San
Jose Stream System.

If approved by all parties, the Navajo RSJ Settlement would be
added as an addendum to the Pueblos’ settlement.
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1 Rio San Jose & Rio Puerco Basins

9 chapter communities are located within the Rio
San Jose Basin (RSJB)

o Baca/Prewitt

o Casamero Lake

o Crownpoint

o Littlewater

° Mariano Lake

o Ramah
o Smith Lake
°  Thoreau

o Tbéhajiilee

7 chapter communities located within the Rio
Puerco Basin (RPB)

o Tohajiilee

o Torreon

° 0jo Encino

o Pueblo Pintado

o Whitehorse Lake

o Counselor
Littlewater




MNavajo Nation Homes without Piped Water Jemez Pueblo

Access

Homes without Piped Water

. = More than 200 homes

= 150 - 200 R Isleta Pu
- 100 - 150 .:;:i;:E::,,
> 50 - 100 3#
0-50 * E:?dl;’:
Niflonal Refuge
Existing groundwater supplies are limited and are of
poor quality
W ater Supply More than 200 Navajo households in the RSJB & RPB
. . do not have running water and rely on water hauling
Conditions to meet daily water needs
Drought conditions have impacted available water
supplies
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Navajo Nation

Past and Present Water Uses in the Rio

San Jose and Rio Puerco Basins
Domestic, Commercial,
Municipal, Industrial Wells
Stock Wells
Livestock Consumptive Use
Stock Ponds Storage Right
Stock Ponds Consumptive Use
Right
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Navajo Nation Water Rights

= ) 444 AFY Groundwater for the two basins
= 417 AFY for livestock use

= 493 AFY additional storage right of for stock ponds for
Rio San José Basin

" |ivestock water rights for the Rio Puerco Basin to be
determined later

" The Settlement Agreement does not impact allottee
water rights.



Groundwater

Future Water Demands
Quantity

Navajo Nation, Right to divert and consume
1,300 AFY

o Purpose of Use

Additional groundwater rights shall be
domestic, commercial, municipal, and
industrial

o Places of Use

Navajo Nation, Rio San Jose, and Rio Puerco
Basins




Proposed Settlement Fund $243,271,000

Regional Transmission Waterline & Navajo communities’ connections

Wastewater Development

Chlorination Station

Water Hauling Stations

Operation and Maintenance Trust Fund

Waterline Extension & Bathroom Additions

Livestock Water Projects

Sanitation Projects

- Water Acquisition Fund -




Navajo Nation Homes without Piped Water
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Public Education Meetings

Past Meetings
December 20, 2023 — Joint BBN9/Hwy 371/Cutter Lateral Chapters Workgroup, lyanbito Chapter

January 12, 2024 — Navajo Technical University, Crownpoint

January 26, 2024 — Eastern Agency Council, Thoreau Chapter

Future Meetings

April 6, 2024 from 12- 4 pm — Torreon/Star Lake Chapter
April 7, 2024 from 12- 4 pm — Tohajiilee Chapter

April 13, 2024 from 12- 4 pm — Baca/Prewitt Chapter
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Go to questions and comments: 

Let’s check in with our technical support for any questions or comments that may have come through the phone lines or on social media. 

*Robert/DWR to help answer questions or address comments

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

REMIND LISTENERS/VIEWERS
For those of you just now tuning in, we are talking about Navajo water rights and the Navajo Nation’s involvement in current litigation and settlement negotiations over the Colorado River and Little Colorado River.

Listeners and viewers can send questions by calling or texting 928-288-0567 or use the chat function on any one of the social media channels. 



Learn more at...

* Weekly Facebook Live updates

* Posted on Facebook and soon on YouTube
and WRU website

* Water Rights Commission monthly meetings
* Water Rights Commission website
* Press releases

* Upcoming public education meetings and
events

* Presentations by WRC, WRU, and the
Department of Water Resources/ Water
Management Branch




CONTACT US|

NAVAJO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE (DO))
WATER RIGHTS UNIT (WRU)

Michelle Espino, Assistant Attorney General
myazzie@nndoj.org

Dwight Witherspoon, Attorney
dwitherspoon@nndoj.org

https://nndoj.navajo-nsn.gov/Public-
Education

MacArthur Stant, Attorney
mcstant@nndoj.org



https://nndoj.navajo-nsn.gov/Public-Education
https://nndoj.navajo-nsn.gov/Public-Education
mailto:myazzie@nndoj.org
mailto:dwitherspoon@nndoj.org
mailto:mcstant@nndoj.org

NAVAJO NATION WATER
RIGHTS COMMISSION

Joelynn Ashley, Chair & Western Agency Commissioner
Joelynn.Ashley@navajo-nsn.gov

Earl Tulley, Vice-Chair & Chinle Agency Commissioner
ETulley@navajo-nsn.gov

Lorenzo Bates, Northern Agency Commissioner
Lorenzo.Bates@navajo-nsn.gov

Lani Tsinnajinnie, Eastern Agency Commissioner
Lanitsinnajinnie@navajo-nsn.gov

https://nnwrc.navajo-nsnh.gov/



https://nnwrc.navajo-nsn.gov/
mailto:Joelynn.Ashley@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:ETulley@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:Lorenzo.Bates@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:Lanitsinnajinnie@navajo-nsn.gov

NAVAJO NATION
DEPARTMENT OF WATER
RESOURCES

Jason John, Director
jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov

Robert Kirk, Hydrologist
robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov

https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/

Dr. Crystal Tulley-Cordova, Principal
Hydrologist
tulley-cordova@navajo-nsn.gov



https://nndwr.navajo-nsn.gov/
mailto:jasonjohn@navajo-nsn.gov
mailto:robertkirk@navajo-nsn.gov
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